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the Versicles and Responses, and the Psalms, (and where services are not in use, the Canticles) are set in quires and places where they sing. In the chant, when properly and fully performed, "both the minister and the choir "bear their respective parts. The minister recites the prayers, and all the parts of the service which he is enjoined to say alone, (except the Lessons,) in one sustained note, occasionally varied at the close of a cadence : and the choir makes the responses in harmony, some -times in unison. But in the Psalms and Canticles both the minister and choir join together in the chant without distinction; each verse being sung in full harmony. (See Quire.)
The chanting of the Prayers has always been observed in our principal cathedrals; and till recent times, it was universal in all those places within the reformed Church of England, where choral foundations existed: and therefore the disuse of this custom in any such establishments, is a plain contradiction to the spirit of our Liturgy. It is ail usage so very ancient, that some learned men have derived it, with every appearance of probability, from the practice of the Jewish church; whence we have unquestionably derived the chanting of the Psalms. It has prevailed in every portion of the Church, Eastern and Western, reformed or unreformed, since a Liturgy has been used. And traces of this custom are to be found in all places of the world.
Of the chants for the Psalms the most ancient which are used in our church are derived from some coeval, in all likelihood, with Christianity itself* According to present custom, the chant consists of two kinds; fsingle and double. The single chant, which is the most ancient kind, is an air consisting of two parts; the first part terminating with the point or semicolon (:) which uniformly divides each verse of the Psalms or Canticles in the Prayer Book; the second part terminating with the verse itself. The double chant is an air consisting of four strains, and consequently extending to two verses. This kind of chant does not appear to be older than the time of Charles the Second.
In chanting, special heed should be taken to two things, first, to observe strictly the "pointing" of the Psalms